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The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
the European Union (EU) have jointly designed the EU 
Support to Higher Education in the ASEAN Region (SHARE) 
Programme with an overall objective of strengthening 
regional cooperation, enhancing the quality, and interna-
tionalisation of ASEAN Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) 
contributing to an ASEAN Community.

Through its activities SHARE provides ASEAN with relevant 
expertise from the European Higher Education Area 
(EHEA). A consortium led by the British Council comprising 
of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Nuffic, 
and the European Association for Quality Assurance in 
Higher Education (ENQA) is working with ASEAN counter- 
parts to implement SHARE.

The We SHARE Newsletter is a platform to impart infor-
mation about the SHARE Programme’s activities and recent 
developments in the  international higher education space 
in the ASEAN region and beyond. This will showcase the 
work of our partners, stakeholders, universities, alumni and 
the people of ASEAN.

We hope you find our inaugural issue interesting and we 
would be pleased to have your feedback. Additionally, we 
would very much like to invite those interested in sharing 
articles or news items to contribute to our next issue.  

“We are empowered by SHARE to 
understand our common identity as 
ASEAN citizens through the ASEAN 
Community. I think we need to raise 
awareness to other students on the 
importance of ASEAN and to spread 
that spirit of understanding.”

– Nguyen Thi Sa Va, Ho Chi Minh
City University of Technology and 
Education 

SHARINGS
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https://www.share-asean.eu/


WELCOME MESSAGE

Over more than 40 years, the partnership between the 
European Union (EU) and ASEAN has delivered 
impressive results. The EU is proud to contribute to 
ASEAN’s vision in building a people-centred ASEAN 
community in the higher education area through the 
Support to Higher Education in the ASEAN Region 
(SHARE) programme. 

SHARE is one of the flagship programmes of EU-ASEAN 
cooperation, which supports the advancement of the 
ASEAN Community Vision 2025. Through harmonisation 
of the higher education space across ASEAN, SHARE 
supports connectivity between students and universities 
in the region. It creates lasting benefits to students and 
universities and in the long run, it strengthens the 
connectivity between people within ASEAN and between 
the EU and ASEAN regions. 

So far, the SHARE programme has awarded over 500 
scholarships to ASEAN students and university staff, 
and organised policy dialogues, workshops and 
forums attended by over 2000 participants. 

I warmly welcome the inaugural issue of We SHARE 
Newsletter. It is my sincere hope that We SHARE 
Newsletter will disseminate higher education issues 
across the EU and ASEAN regions. I congratulate the 
SHARE team for their efforts in providing noteworthy 
topics in the field of higher education. I can envisage We 
SHARE Newsletter as a platform to cultivate a continual 
thrive in people-to-people connectivity between ASEAN 
and the EU.

Thank you for your interest in the SHARE 
programme and I hope you enjoy reading the We 
SHARE newsletter! 

MESSAGE FROM EUROPEAN UNION MISSION TO ASEAN MESSAGE FROM THE ASEAN SECRETARIAT

H.E. Igor Driesmans
European Union Ambassador to ASEAN

H.E. Dato’ Lim Jock Hoi
Secretary-General of ASEAN 

Congratulations to the European Union Support to 
Higher Education in the ASEAN Region Programme 
(SHARE) on publishing the inaugural issue of the We 
SHARE Newsletter. This publication contains interesting 
features providing an overview of ASEAN’s higher 
education sector.

Since the establishment of the ASEAN Community in 
2015, ASEAN has been intensely focused on ensuring 
that this community is people-oriented and people-
centred. Accomplishing this requires the active 
involvement of various stakeholders within the broader 
education space, particularly the rapidly growing and 
developing higher education sector, characterised by 
increasing levels of internalisation, harmonisation, 
innovation and partnerships. ASEAN’s higher education 
sector comprises of some 7,000 higher education 
institutions with more than 12 million students. 

Ensuring a strong education sector is vital to ASEAN’s 
continued development and the attainment of the 
ASEAN Community. SHARE, one of our flagship 
cooperation programmes with the EU, has been helping 
promote internationalisation and regional cooperation 
in higher education since 2015. Our accomplishments 
include more than 500 scholarships for intra-ASEAN 
and ASEAN-EU student mobility, 10 policy dialogues, 
and 13 capacity-building workshops and trainings for 
practitioners and staff. 

Despite the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic to this 
region, am confident that SHARE activities will resume 
safely with the new normal arrangements and that 
SHARE stakeholders remain committed to advance our 
common objectives.  

I look forward to We SHARE Newsletter’s succeeding 
issues and hope readers will gain a better 
understanding of ASEAN’s efforts in developing our 
education sector and our continued march towards 
realising the benefits of the ASEAN Community. Most 
importantly, I hope we continue with the achievements 
of SHARE in the second phase.

https://euinasean.eu/
https://asean.org/
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We are delighted to present to you this inaugural 
issue of the We SHARE Newsletter! The We SHARE 
Newsletter showcases the activities and outcomes 
of the SHARE Programme in supporting ASEAN 
higher education. Through this publication we wish 
to engage the ASEAN higher education community 
at large.

Over the past five years, SHARE has made strides in 
building a regional higher education space in 
Southeast Asia. The outcomes of the SHARE 
Programme envisaged by the end of its first phase 
are as follows:

• Increased and enhanced mobility for university
students across ASEAN through improved
qualification frameworks, quality assurance, an
ASEAN-wide credit transfer system and scholar- 
ship scheme.

• Improved equality in opportunities for student
mobility, as students benefit from SHARE’s
technical assistance across ASEAN member
countries, thereby improving connectivity
across higher education in ASEAN.

• Strengthened ties between ASEAN universities
and increasing opportunities for EU-ASEAN
university partnerships.

The consortium partners of the SHARE Programme 
are mindful of the effects of the COVID-19  
pandemic in these unprecedented times, both 
globally and locally within the ASEAN region. In 
response to COVID-19, the SHARE Programme 
continues its operations while prioritising the 
health and wellbeing of our community. Therefore, 
all SHARE consortium members have taken the 
decision to institute a ‘work from home’ policy and 
other ‘social distancing’ measures as advocated 
by the World Health Organisation and ASEAN 
governments.

On Monday 23rd March 2020, the SHARE 
Programme released an announcement on the 
suspension of all SHARE Programme travel; the 
postponement of Batch 6 of the SHARE Scholar-
ship, and the holding of all SHARE meetings with 
key stakeholders online until further notice.

The full announcement of SHARE’s COVID-19 
response can be accessed here.

We have great confidence that the SHARE 
programme and the wider ASEAN higher education 
community will rise to the occasion to meet the 
challenge of Covid-19.

Crises can also be seen as chances to develop new 
ideas and to intensify cooperation using new  
channels and methods while building on what has 
already been achieved. Thus, the SHARE 
Programme has been and will remain active 
through conducting research studies, organising 
workshops, engaging with partners and  
stakeholders via webinars, digital publications and 
our social media channels.

In addition to this, SHARE has conducted a survey 
of its ASEAN university partners and alumni on 
their response and adaptation to the Covid-19 
situation in their institution and country. This is 
being followed up on with focus groups and will 
enable the SHARE programme to provide 
evidence-based support to its university partners 
and alumni. The analysis of this research will be 
published at the 11th SHARE Policy Dialogue in 
June, entitled ‘Looking Ahead to an ASEAN Higher 
Education Space.’ Further publications on 
Enhancing Intra-ASEAN University Student Mobility 
and the ASEAN-EU Credit Transfer System (AECTS) 
will be presented to SHARE stakeholders at this 
very first online policy dialogue for SHARE.

SHARE will continue to contribute to the goal of 
strengthening ASEAN higher education together 
with our partner institutions from the EU and 
ASEAN. Our first edition of the We SHARE  
Newsletter marks another step in this direction. It 
is our sincere hope that the We SHARE Newsletter 
will serve as a platform for framing and 
stimulating greater interest on the broad and  
diverse dimensions of higher education 
development in ASEAN.

MESSAGE FROM THE SHARE PROGRAMME

https://www.share-asean.eu/news/share-announcement-response-covid-19
https://www.share-asean.eu/news/share-policy-dialogue-11-webinar-series-looking-ahead-asean-higher-education-space
https://www.share-asean.eu/news/share-policy-dialogue-11-webinar-series-looking-ahead-asean-higher-education-space
https://www.share-asean.eu/news/share-policy-dialogue-11-webinar-series-looking-ahead-asean-higher-education-space


SPOTLIGHT

Celebrating the 70th Europe Day in ASEAN

 
 

On the May 9th each year we celebrate Europe 
Day. This year was no different but perhaps a little 
more significant as it marked the 70th anniversary 
of the Schuman Declaration made on May 9th, 
1950. On that day, French Foreign Minister Robert 
Schuman, presented his historic proposal for an 
integrated European coal and steel community 
and uttered the now famous words:

“World peace cannot be safeguarded without 
the making of creative efforts proportionate to 
the dangers which threaten it. The contribution 
which an organized and living Europe can bring to 
civilization is indispensable to the maintenance 
of peaceful relations.”

Indeed, these words resonate this year as the 
world faces the dangers of COVID-19. As a conse-
quence, there were numerous creative efforts 
made to ensure the day was marked appropriately 
with online events across Europe and further 
afield. 

In ASEAN, Europe Day was celebrated through a 
virtual Q&A session with the Ambassador Europe-
an Union to ASEAN, H.E. Igor Driesmans. SHARE 

alumna, Hanny Nurmalita was invited to be one of 
the moderators representing youth in ASEAN. 
Just over 140 participants joined the Q&A 
session with the Ambassador Driesmans. They 
asked questions related EU-ASEAN coopera-
tion, scholarships, internship opportunities, 
and youth empowerment.

To coincide with Europe Day 2020, the European 
Union Mission to ASEAN launched its fifth edition 
of EU-ASEAN Bluebook 2020 as well as a new 
web-site (www.euinasean.eu). In the 43rd year of 
EU and ASEAN cooperation the two communities 
continue to be Natural Partners.

SHARE alumni and students also came together to 
create their own unique celebration of Europe 
Day 2020 with their “Pass the SHARE Scholarship 
T-shirt Challenge” video. The video showcases 
unity in diversity amongst ASEAN students who 
represented their respective countries by wearing 
their national dress and extending greetings in 
their own language. The full video can be 
viewed here.

https://euinasean.eu/
https://euinasean.eu/the-eu-and-asean/
https://youtu.be/74GWj9bKQ78
https://youtu.be/74GWj9bKQ78


https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/association-southeast-asian-nations-asean/77984/eu-mobilises-%E2%82%AC350-million-assist-asean-region-fight-against-coronavirus_en


FOCUS

Maintaining Momentum on ASEAN Internationalisation 

It is a great pleasure to have the opportunity to 
write the first Focus article in this inaugural issue 
of the We SHARE Newsletter. We hope this section 
will become a platform for those involved in the 
internationalisation and harmonisation of higher 
education across ASEAN to share their expertise, 
experience and ideas.

I joined the Support to Higher Education in the 
ASEAN Region (SHARE) Programme at the end of 
February as Team Leader Designate. Having been 
involved intermittently in the programme as a 
consultant since the programme’s inception in 
2015, it was a great honour to be offered the 
opportunity to become more directly involved. 

It has also been a somewhat challenging time to 
join the programme due to the effects of the 
Covid-19 outbreak. Within two weeks of taking up 
my post at the SHARE Programme Management 
Office in Jakarta, the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) declared Covid-19 a pandemic and travel 
restrictions came into force across ASEAN.

The SHARE programme had been on a strategic 
planning and development footing for its next 
phase when the reality of effects of the 
pandemic set in. The whole SHARE team proved 
to be resilient in contending with rapid 
changes to their activities. As restrictions 
tightened following the WHO declaration, a 
Work From Home policy was implemented.

On March 23rd, the SHARE Programme released 
an official announcement to its wider community 
of partners, stakeholders and participants on 
decisions reached within the SHARE Consortium 
as an initial response to Covid-19. These included 
the suspension of SHARE Programme travel, the 
modification of SHARE events to digital channels. 
A decision was reached within the SHARE Consor-
tium that due to the potential health risk and 
travel restrictions it was imperative to postpone 
disbursement of the SHARE Mobility Scholarship 
until at least December 2020 / January 2021.

The provision of the SHARE Scholarship to 
augment student mobility within ASEAN is a key 
component of the programme. To date SHARE has 
disbursed 489 intra-ASEAN mobility scholarships 
in 5 batches. Mobility has rightly been viewed as a 
catalyst and a conduit to greater harmonisation 
and internationalisation. 

With a vision for a “Dynamic ASEAN” the ASEAN 
Socio-cultural Community Blueprint 2025 was 
launched in March 2016. The Blueprint further 
advocated the promotion of “an innovative ASEAN 
approach to higher education” which will “pro-
mote greater people-to-people interaction and 
mobility within and outside ASEAN” leading to “the 
free flow of ideas, knowledge, expertise, and skills 
to inject dynamism within the region.”

This still holds true but a question we are being 
asked is how we can maintain momentum when 
the concept of freedom of movement across 
borders is being discouraged and in some cases 
forbidden due to Covid-19.

In the last few months, it is estimated that 70% of 
individuals studying outside their own country 
have returned home. This is likely to be the 
largest mass migration of international students 
in history. Yet, while we see student mobility as 
one of the key dimensions of internationalisation, 
it must be noted that approximately 5m 
internationally mobile students still represents 
only 2.5% of the 200m current students 
worldwide. 

SHARE's approach to supporting regional higher 
education is inclusive; the programme continues 
to engage with ASEAN and relevant non-ASEAN 
entities to build on existing initiatives.

It is important for the SHARE Programme to 
understand the impacts of the virus on the ASEAN 
higher education community, and specifically 
SHARE’s network of institutions and scholarship 
recipients. To this end, two surveys have been 

Darren McDermott
SHARE Team Leader Designate



disseminated to gather quantitative and qualita-
tive data on how partners and alumni have 
responded and are adapting to COVID-19. 

A series of upcoming focus groups will gather 
further input from ASEAN HEIs to determine what 
they see as the most likely scenarios for the 
dimensions of internationalisation, including 
student-mobility. With an evidence based 
approach, SHARE will be equipped to provide 
more contextual and relevant support to its com-
munity. In addition we are actively sharing 
relevant and verified information on the SHARE 
programme’s social media channels to engage 
and inform our community.

The death toll  and knock on effects of 
Covid-19 are grave. In addition to the loss 
and cost to individuals and institutions, which 
are manifold, the disruption to student mobility 
and students’ education outcomes are a 
great cause for concern.

The horizon on the road ahead for 
internationalisation in the time of Covid-19 has 
yet to come into view. There has been a 
proliferation of predictions, projections and 
prognoses from seasoned internationalisation 
experts and practitioners in the last months. 
It’s not yet clear if student mobility can return to 
the way it was before 2020. What is clear is that 
what happens after the Covid-19 pandemic will 
largely depend on the decisions we take during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Just as the threat of Covid-19 was emerging in 
mid-January, ASEAN designated 2020 as the Year 
of ASEAN Identity. The collective efforts by all 
ASEAN member states and their dialogue partners 
to meet the challenge of Covid-19 have brought to 
mind the words of Jean Monnet, one of the found-
ing fathers of the European Union, when he said: 

“Make men work together; show them that 
beyond their differences and geographical 
boundaries, there lies a common interest.” The 
ASEAN identity is being strengthened in 
shared responsibility to address Covid-19 
and shared commitment to build a more 
resilient ASEAN community.

We are still very much at the point where we 
have more questions than answers and that is an 
important part of the process. As with any crisis, 
there are opportunities to reflect, reconsider and 
re-evaluate long held beliefs, ways of working and 
strategic objectives. Focusing on inclusive and 
adaptable solutions is likely to serve us better 
than pursuing  temporary measures unilaterally.

In line with that, our strategies will be more prag-
matic and sustainable if they are developed as 
part of structured dialogues within regional 
frameworks that SHARE operates in. Leveraging 
expertise from within ASEAN higher education 
institutions and the wider community of practice 
across the region is an important starting point. 
Additionally, bringing the internationalisation 
agenda to a wider population of students through 
Internationalisation at Home, Internationalisation 
of the Curriculum and Virtual Mobility through 
digital transformation are all opportunities to be 
grasped. 

The SHARE programme looks forward to 
convening and contributing to these dialogues 
in the same spirit of partnership and 
collaboration that is the hallmark of the 
continuing EU and ASEAN friendship.

Darren McDermott is Team Leader Designate of 
the EU Support to Higher Education in the ASEAN 
Region (SHARE) Programme. Originally from 
Dublin, Ireland, he has spent over 15 years study-
ing and working in the further and higher educa-
tion sectors in Asia.

***



• On 19 March, ASEAN and EU held the 27th Joint Cooperation Committee Meeting. Aside from welcoming cooperation
in response to COVID-19 and a strengthened partnership in the economic and security sectors, both sides
“welcomed the success of people-to-people connectivity between the regions” by which the SHARE Programme was
mentioned.

• With Vietnam’s upcoming chairmanship of ASEAN, the author of this article focuses on the perspectives of the youth
in making the region more cohesive and responsive, including through the possibility of a sustainable ASEAN-spon-
sored scholarship as a means of deepening people-to-people connectivity.

AUN-QA has further published detailed outcomes of the first online council meeting in the beginning of April.
Among others, 10 HEIs from Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam have recently joined the network; 4 task
forces have been created to address certain issues; and tentative schedules/scenarios of AUN-QA’s operations
adjusted to COVID-19 uncertainties were published.

•

• On 7 May, the SEAMEO Secretariat held a webinar where panelists and keynote speakers, (including the SHARE Team
Leader Designate) shared institutional responses to COVID-19, best practices, and lessons learned from academic
mobility programmes in Southeast Asia to design a post-COVID-19 scenario for student mobility and exchange
programmes.  The recorded webinar can be watched here.

A Ministry of Higher Education (MoHE) has been established separately from the MoE. The latter has 
rescheduled centralised and other major exams; adjusted the second semester start dates (including 
for HEIs); embraced continuous assessment methods and a more varied selection process. Students 
can benefit from televised learning, MoE’s Digital Learning platform, EduWebTV, private-owned TV 
channels, and even low-data platforms like Whatsapp and Telegram. Educators advise prioritisation of 
development and use of digital resources and capabilities, proposed “new normal” strategies for HEIs, 
and initiatives to encourage students to be technologically apt continue (see here and here). 

To support distance learning during school closures, the Ministry of Education and Sports’ (MoES) has 
been producing educational programmes on key subjects which are broadcasted through all sorts of 
mass communication media. A legal framework for distance education is also being developed. Mean-
while, the Private Education Association is developing a curriculum for private universities and 
proposing access to financial resources from MoES .

Ministry of Education and Culture (MoEC) has made several policy changes and envisioned a new 
world of education by harnessing “educreators”; cooperated with telecoms operators, and 
established a platform for teachers to exchange best practices. The Directorate-General for Higher 
Education (Dikti) appealed to ease up on study regulations Dikti released guidelines on the “Merdeka 
Belajar” (Free to Learn) vision targeted to HEIs. To support the latter, a grant scheme was established 
to help HEIs with the international accreditation of study programmes. HEIs are not to issue the 
request of study permits for new foreign students who will start studying in August/September 2020. 

Distance learning has so far met mixed reception and is conducted through platforms provided by 
HEIs, the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sport (MoEYS), and start-ups; the newly established TVK2 
channel aimed to promote distance learning (also beyond the pandemic); and radio stations 
(especially for indigenous children). MoEYS have their eyes on digital transformation to complement 
reforms within the education sector, providing orientation workshops, speeding up the drafting 
process on the digital government policy and for the first time, enabling digitalisation of foreign 
diploma certification.  

The Ministry of Education (MoE) has opened the registration for Brunei-Cambridge GCE O, AS, A & 
IGCSE exams, which will take place in October/November this year. HEIs are increasingly focussed on 
determining the right model to integrate technologies in teaching and learning according to students’ 
needs as well as adopting policies of care. To bridge difficulties in the study/work-from-home 
experience, the government has established the 5G Task Force, received donations in the form of 
hardware to distribute to students in need, and launched EduPack, an educational data add-on 
bundle. 

INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS ROUND-UP

ASEAN REGION

Learning in the Time of COVID-19 | April-May 2020

ASEAN MEMBER STATES

Brunei
Darussalam

Cambodia

Indonesia

Lao PDR

Malaysia

https://asean.org/storage/2020/03/27th-ASEAN-EU-JCC-Joint-Press-Statement_final.pdf
https://theaseanpost.com/article/vietnams-chairmanship-asean
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQZgOH_qDvM&feature=youtu.be
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/2020/04/utb-survey-recommends-four-hours-online-learning-per-day/
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200417113236746
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/2020/04/cost-connectivity-among-work-from-home-e-learning-concerns/
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/2020/04/cost-connectivity-among-work-from-home-e-learning-concerns/
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/2020/05/meet-focusses-on-bruneis-5g-roadmap/
https://web.facebook.com/1522081884566064/photos/a.1569016559872596/2968332346607670/?type=3&__tn__=-R&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://web.facebook.com/1522081884566064/photos/pcb.2941503932623845/2941503552623883/?type=3&theater&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/580956/mco-mdec-launches-hour-code-encourage-children-learn-coding
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/education/2020/03/29/digital-skills-now-more-accessible
http://aun-qa.org/News/AUN-QA-CouncilMeeting-07April2020
https://web.facebook.com/1522081884566064/photos/a.1569016559872596/2968332346607670/?type=3&__tn__=-R&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/707569/how-young-people-are-spending-their-quarantine/
http://www.moeys.gov.kh/index.php/en/dgaf/3654.html#.Xp-6dcgzbDc
http://www.moeys.gov.kh/index.php/en/dgaf/3654.html#.Xp-6dcgzbDc
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/718840/tvk2-to-continue-providing-special-education-support-beyond-covid-19-pandemic/
https://web.facebook.com/moeys.gov.kh/photos/a.308228509203770/3546875218672400/?type=3&theater&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/715583/e-learning-via-radio-for-ethnic-students/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/723375/digitalising-education-system-and-changing-the-learning-experience/
http://www.moeys.gov.kh/index.php/kh/minister-page/3708.html#.XuKOLmozat9
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/business/ministry-prepare-country-digitalisation
https://web.facebook.com/moeys.gov.kh/photos/pcb.3566230473403541/3566230260070229/?type=3&theater&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://web.facebook.com/moeys.gov.kh/photos/pcb.3566230473403541/3566230260070229/?type=3&theater&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2020/05/ini-deretan-perubahan-kebijakan-pendidikan-selama-masa-covid19
https://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2020/05/06/akademi-edukreator-initiative-aims-to-inspire-teachers-creators-in-indonesia.html
https://tekno.kompas.com/read/2020/03/18/10270007/telkomsel-gratiskan-kuota-30-gb-untuk-bahaso-cakap-quipper-dan-zenius
https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2020/04/laman-guru-berbagi-dukungan-kemendikbud-tingkatkan-pemanfaatan-teknologi-pembelajaran
https://www.kemdikbud.go.id/main/blog/2020/04/se-dirjen-dikti-masa-belajar-penyelenggaraan-program-pendidikan
http://dikti.kemdikbud.go.id/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Buku-Panduan-Merdeka-Belajar-Kampus-Merdeka-2020-1.pdf
http://dikti.kemdikbud.go.id/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Buku-Panduan-Merdeka-Belajar-Kampus-Merdeka-2020-1.pdf
http://www.dikti.go.id/pengumuman/program-hibah-fasilitasi-akreditasi-internasional-program-studi/
http://dikti.kemdikbud.go.id/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/347_pengelolaan-mhs-asing.pdf
http://dikti.kemdikbud.go.id/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/347_pengelolaan-mhs-asing.pdf
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/freeContent/FreeConten_Distance_71.php
http://kpl.gov.la/En/Detail.aspx?id=52287
http://www.vientianetimes.org.la/freeContent/FreeConten_Association_2Arp.php
https://laotiantimes.com/2018/05/17/fpt-university-and-sengsavanh-group-to-offer-first-international-tertiary-education-in-laos/
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200311135253342
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/03/28/education-ministry-to-reschedule-major-exams-in-malaysia-following-mco-exte/1851187
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/education/2020/03/28/start-date-for-20202021-second-semester-has-been-tentatively-set
https://themalaysianreserve.com/2020/04/02/moe-urged-to-extend-academic-year/
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/03/27/higher-education-ministry-scraps-finals-at-polytechnics-community-colleges/1850886
https://www.nst.com.my/education/2020/04/588497/new-interview-methods-upu-applicants
https://web.facebook.com/KemPendidikan/photos/pcb.3059581760747132/3059590720746236/?type=3&theater&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://sites.google.com/moe.edu.my/login/login
https://eduwebtv.moe.edu.my/
https://web.facebook.com/KemPendidikan/photos/a.591269180911748/3124270184278289/?type=3&theater&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://web.facebook.com/KemPendidikan/photos/a.591269180911748/3124270184278289/?type=3&theater&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.nst.com.my/education/2020/04/587804/whatsapp-telegram-emerge-efficient-platforms-remote-teaching
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/education/2020/05/10/post-mco-strategy-a-must
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Although schools have begun to reopen, the Ministry of Education and Training (MoET) is offering televised 
lessons, and has streamlined the curriculum. MoET is establishing online teaching regulations, as well as 
holding a meeting HEIs and with localities in disadvantaged areas on this matter.  COVID-19 has 
become an impetus to boost competitiveness through the proposed national digital transformation plan, 
intensify-ing the link between education institutes and industry (see here and here), and creating an 
innovative start-up ecosystem in HEIs through policies on science and technology. The Prime Minister has 
announced an implementation plan for developing a National Educational Level Framework in Viet Nam 
for tertiary-lev-el education in 2020-2025.  

Since the Thai Cabinet approved the closure of schools until 1 July, schools and HEIs have moved to 
three modes of distance learning. Challenges include financial difficulties in procuring devices and limited 
internet access. MoE released details in rolling out preparation of distance learning system management 
in phases and the 2020-2022 educational strategy which, among others, aims to engage vocational institu-
tions and devised plans to ensure investment in technology. Thai HEIs are reducing fees and are playing a 
strong civic role amidst the pandemic by developing alternative COVID-19 detection methods, 
developing robots, protective gear, and provide trainings for those who lost their jobs.

During the circuit breaker period, all students shifted to full home-based learning. Despite high internet 
penetration rates, online teaching has not occurred without its flaws, considering the digital skills divide 
among parents and insufficient learning devices. HEIs are adopting alternative assessments, suspending 
overseas placements until the end of July, as well as adjusted admission processes and starting dates of 
the academic year. From 19 May, schools and HEIs may begin to bring back students in limited groups and 
for critical consultations. 8,000 #SGUnited Traineeships were also made available to make graduates more 
employable when the job market picks up after the pandemic. 

The Department of Education (DepEd) is developing the Basic Education Learning Continuity Plan (BE-LCP) 
which heavily incorporates distance learning as part of the upcoming academic year. During school 
closures, DepEd Commons was additionally made accessible to private school and out-of-school youth 
and adults; a partnership with telecommunications companies was established; and state-run TV and 
radio stations will be used in the future as platforms for delivering lessons.  Basic education 
institutions may reopen classes on 24 August (depending on choice of education delivery modes). 
Meanwhile, Filipino youth have tested disinfecting drones, developed pedal-operated handwashers, 
and crowdsourcing an online map app on risk areas and transport routes. 

MoE has been discussing future steps amidst the spread of COVID-19, stating three priority plans, among 
them establishing the Myanmar Digital Education Platform and cooperating with educational 
development affiliated organisations to compile the 2020-2021 COVID-19 Response and Recovery Plan. 
Universities are suspending exams, and challenges are being mulled over before reopening schools. HEIs 
contribute to the fight against COVID-19 through manufacturing of equipment for healthcare services. 
Cooperation with the EU to support education reform especially in the provision of equal access to 
education continues.  

Myanmar

Philippines

Singapore

Thailand

Viet Nam

• According to the director of the Centre for Global Higher Education, the pandemic may impact the demand of
mobility programmes in the next five years, especially in English-speaking destination countries. An updated
StudyPortals survey reported that the amount of prospective international students considering changing their
study abroad plans have increased from 31% to 40%. That said, the pandemic is setting an impetus to rethink the
future of internationalisation of higher education.

• The European Association of International Education (EAIE) compiled a report on the impact of COVID-19 on interna-
tional education and how HEIs respond to challenges based on 800 survey responses from practitioners across the
European Higher Education Area.

• In April, the Erasmus Student Network published “Student Exchanges in Times of Crisis”, which reports the experienc-
es of students and trainees in Europe affected by COVID-19.

• In a new research report from the Economist Intelligence Unit commissioned by Qatar Foundation, five innovative
models of higher education (HE) were examined. Findings suggest that across these models, technology will
continue to disrupt the HE landscape and will be a driving force in innovating methods of education delivery and
curriculum design.

***

GLOBAL

http://engmoest.moe-st.gov.mm/?p=5079
http://engmoest.moe-st.gov.mm/?p=5096
http://engmoest.moe-st.gov.mm/?p=5101
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-universities-suspend-exams-first-covid-19-cases-confirmed.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-reopen-schools-july-covid-19-challenges.html
http://engmoest.moe-st.gov.mm/?p=5092
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/trolleys-rescue-technology-helping-fight-covid-19.html
http://engmoest.moe-st.gov.mm/?p=5075
https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/equal-access-to-education-is-a-powerful-drive-for-peace-and-development-of-myanmar/
https://www.deped.gov.ph/2020/05/06/official-statement-2/
https://web.facebook.com/DepartmentOfEducation.PH/posts/3603055543087447?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB-bPdH5odW6y1DCIBxHv-5VDc8Vosh8zhpSTUc9H-n4rulYjHpSc1LpWkqMJ187Gg_ohGHibP2GXPA0AfoEou2_8oybVRZotK7OwFLq04095BgpFGBz1MKw6ntw6Y5YHAIdwbf6MpInhG36tO69p_6G5TCj9U2lj-0rZtmfSrqnnO1UPBZSJtrj3j6n5DUJ1abcV4Ie-J_MZWSSnTb-dzqGaAcOC_Kd6NR7yVD3opuOH-D209Hi4FQnG76BD5wj4WwFhq8a6J51jj_M1mAk5xTVVWjhvCPc2oQ3EkkAOhSDwUghBLvTskheoXy8jzGuockMKSgFn9Dh5SK2AbHuQAkbg&__tn__=-R&_rdc=1&_rdr
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/03/11/learning-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/03/11/learning-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
https://commons.deped.gov.ph/
deped.gov.ph/2020/04/09/deped-commons-now-available-for-private-school-learners/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/04/02/news/top-stories/deped-expands-online-education-platform/708696/amp?fbclid=IwAR2Z-SdMB60dz1WlH_eFg2u7U1GygPK-gjjxjtLWmuHNhHoB2ukiEHKl8vg
https://news.abs-cbn.com/amp/news/04/21/20/access-to-online-study-platform-free-of-data-charges-deped?__twitter_impression=true&fbclid=IwAR3ODaO_Qrs_exe-ur0odJ-6jnzud9YGTxACJTzcOmL4jD3NXGv9Rio-UTw
https://www.rappler.com/nation/260526-pcoo-offers-government-tv-radio-stations-deliver-lessons-coronavirus?fbclid=IwAR2yp6r4L8_sGVFMxMPE7BVMPMP2zxrj7V0ho4T9CxPh9pXtiC3JcF6auEk
https://www.deped.gov.ph/2020/05/11/iatf-approves-the-be-lcp-school-opening-on-august-24-2020/
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200516103720918
https://lifestyle.mb.com.ph/2020/03/28/college-freshman-pilots-pasig-city-disinfectant-drone/
https://sea-vet.net/news/703-technological-innovation-as-a-response-to-covid-19
https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/schools-and-institutes-of-higher-learning-to-shift-to-full-home-based-learning-preschools-and-student-care-centres-to-suspend-general-services
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/blog/educating-despite-covid-19-outbreak-lessons-singapore
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/home-based-learning-covid-19-coronavirus-singapore-tips-parents-12618236
https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/parliamentary-replies/school-meals-programme-and-access-to-computer-and-broadband-during-school-closure
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/coronavirus-nus-and-ntu-let-students-write-off-grades-for-modules-this-semester
https://www.moe.gov.sg/news/press-releases/institutes-of-higher-learning-to-suspend-all-official-overseas-placements
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/unis-take-admissions-online-with-focus-on-aptitude
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/sutd-to-start-its-academic-year-in-september-instead-of-may
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/coronavirus-schools-to-bring-back-small-groups-of-students-from-may-19-with
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/education/thousands-of-traineeships-for-fresh-ite-poly-and-uni-grads
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1880635/cabinet-approves-plan-to-close-schools-postpone-songkran
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1910720/july-1-new-term-start-confirmed
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1914636/is-thailand-ready-for-schools-to-teach-remotely-
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30388061?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1917600/net-problems-beset-online-schooling-bid
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1917600/net-problems-beset-online-schooling-bid
https://moe360.blog/2020/04/21/%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A1-%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B1%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%97%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B2%E0%B8%9A/?fbclid=IwAR0ncxiQX2ksfhoo92NMaQ6s6GAB8DiH6JN6FFNGGg4F6QEtaZCuLa_HOFg
https://moe360.blog/2020/05/02/%e0%b9%81%e0%b8%96%e0%b8%a5%e0%b8%87%e0%b8%81%e0%b8%b2%e0%b8%a3%e0%b8%93%e0%b9%8c-%e0%b8%a3%e0%b8%a1%e0%b8%a7-%e0%b8%a8%e0%b8%98/
https://moe360.blog/2020/03/31/%E0%B8%A8%E0%B8%98-%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%9A%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%AD%E0%B8%9A-128-%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%B5/
http://www.en.moe.go.th/enMoe2017/index.php/articles/565-demand-driven-educational-concept-comes-to-aid-of-eec-industries-in-need-of-vocational-skills
http://www.en.moe.go.th/enMoe2017/index.php/articles/565-demand-driven-educational-concept-comes-to-aid-of-eec-industries-in-need-of-vocational-skills
https://moe360.blog/2020/04/02/%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%A7-%E0%B8%A8%E0%B8%98-%E0%B8%9B%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B0%E0%B8%8A%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A1%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%81%E0%B8%81-%E0%B8%84%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%A3%E0%B8%B8%E0%B8%AA%E0%B8%A0%E0%B8%B2/
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30385968?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1902220/university-pitches-in-to-fight-virus
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1887195/chulalongkorn-to-launch-game-changer
https://www.nationthailand.com/noname/30385613?utm_source=category&utm_medium=internal_referral
http://www.en.moe.go.th/enMoe2017/index.php/articles/558-vocational-school-students-helping-with-face-mask-hand-gel-production
https://moe360.blog/2020/04/01/%e0%b8%a8%e0%b8%98-%e0%b9%80%e0%b8%95%e0%b8%a3%e0%b8%b5%e0%b8%a2%e0%b8%a1%e0%b8%84%e0%b8%a7%e0%b8%b2%e0%b8%a1%e0%b8%9e%e0%b8%a3%e0%b9%89%e0%b8%ad%e0%b8%a1-%e0%b8%a7%e0%b8%b4%e0%b8%97%e0%b8%a2%e0%b8%b2/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1894645/training-schemes-for-jobless-prepped
https://moet.gov.vn/tintuc/Pages/tin-tong-hop.aspx?ItemID=6647
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/653528/students-tune-in-to-televised-lessons.html
https://vietnamnews.vn/society/653528/students-tune-in-to-televised-lessons.html
https://moet.gov.vn/tintuc/Pages/tin-tong-hop.aspx?ItemID=6600
https://moet.gov.vn/tintuc/Pages/tin-tong-hop.aspx?ItemID=6664
https://moet.gov.vn/tintuc/Pages/tin-hoat-dong-cua-bo.aspx?ItemID=6609
https://vietnamnet.vn/en/sci-tech-environment/digital-transformation-minister-calls-for-creative-use-of-online-services-627851.html
https://sea-vet.net/news/699-cooperation-in-tvet-for-skilled-workforce-in-the-wastewater-sector
https://moet.gov.vn/tintuc/Pages/tin-hoat-dong-cua-bo.aspx?ItemID=6615
https://moet.gov.vn/tintuc/Pages/tin-hoat-dong-cua-bo.aspx?ItemID=6612
https://m.sggpnews.org.vn/education/higher-educational-programs-in-vietnam-to-be-standardized-86404.html
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200326180104407
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200326180104407
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200414082756282
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200407095746850
https://www.eaie.org/our-resources/library/publication/Research-and-trends/Coping-with-COVID-19--International-higher-education-in-Europe.html
https://www.eaie.org/our-resources/library/publication/Research-and-trends/Coping-with-COVID-19--International-higher-education-in-Europe.html
https://esn.org/covidimpact-report
https://www.eiu.com/n/higher-education-institutions-must-fight-to-adapt-in-a-rapidly-changing-world/
https://www.eiu.com/n/higher-education-institutions-must-fight-to-adapt-in-a-rapidly-changing-world/
https://www.globalnewlightofmyanmar.com/equal-access-to-education-is-a-powerful-drive-for-peace-and-development-of-myanmar/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/04/02/news/top-stories/deped-expands-online-education-platform/708696/amp?fbclid=IwAR2Z-SdMB60dz1WlH_eFg2u7U1GygPK-gjjxjtLWmuHNhHoB2ukiEHKl8vg
https://www.rappler.com/nation/260526-pcoo-offers-government-tv-radio-stations-deliver-lessons-coronavirus?fbclid=IwAR2yp6r4L8_sGVFMxMPE7BVMPMP2zxrj7V0ho4T9CxPh9pXtiC3JcF6auEk
https://lifestyle.mb.com.ph/2020/03/27/young-filipinos-create-and-crowdsource-online-map-in-these-times-of-uncertainty/


HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES

https://www.share-asean.eu/publications/infographics


EU and ASEAN highlight cooperation and 
scholarship opportunities on ASEAN Day

SHARE champions quality assurance 
leaders from ASEAN HEIs

Building regional recognition to create more 
synergies

Higher Education Consultation Dialogue on 
the ASEAN Vision 2025

Contact Us
SHARE Project Management Office
c/o ASEAN Secretariat, 70A 
Jl. Sisingamangaraja, Jakarta, 12110, 
Indonesia 
 T: +62 21 726 2991 
 E: info@share-asean.eu

Copyright © 2020 EU SHARE. All Rights Reserved
You have received this newsletter because you registered in our website or previously opted in through participation in our eve nts. 

If you wish to opt out for future newsletters, please unsubscribe here.

-END-

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKlQ1-wor9YqXBYjmEdwYYw
https://www.share-asean.eu/contact
https://www.instagram.com/sharescholarship/
https://web.facebook.com/SHAREprogramme?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://twitter.com/SHARE_ASEAN
https://www.share-asean.eu/news/eu-and-asean-highlight-cooperation-and-scholarship-opportunities-asean-day
https://www.share-asean.eu/news/share-champions-quality-assurance-leaders-asean-heis
https://www.share-asean.eu/news/building-regional-recognition-create-more-synergies-%E2%80%93-aects-capacity-building
https://www.share-asean.eu/news/higher-education-consultation-dialogue-asean-vision-2025
https://www.share-asean.eu/contact?_ga=2.251353221.289171153.1590651712-1287346695.1490248321



