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The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
the European Union (EU) have jointly designed EU Support
to Higher Education in the ASEAN Region (SHARE) to
support the ASEAN Higher Education (HE) with an overall
objective of strengthening regional cooperation, enhancing the quality, regional competitiveness, and internationalisation of ASEAN Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)
contributing to an ASEAN Community in 2015 and beyond.On this journey, SHARE provides ASEAN with relevant experience and expertise from the European Higher Education
Area (EHEA). A consortium led by British Council comprising of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD),
Nuffic, and the European Association for Quality Assurance
in Higher Education (ENQA) is working with ASEAN counterparts to implement SHARE to date.
We SHARE Newsletter is a platform for sharing SHARE
Programme activities and curated information around
international higher education and its current dynamics in
the ASEAN region and beyond. The focus is directed
towards our partners, beneficiaries, stakeholders, leaders
of HEIs, and in particular, the people of ASEAN.
On this occasion, we would like to invite those interested in
sharing articles to contribute to our next issue. We hope
you find our information interesting and useful. If at any
point you wish no longer to receive our newsletter, please
click the “unsubscribe” link in the footer.

“We are empowered by SHARE to
understand our common identity as
ASEAN citizens through the ASEAN
Community. I think we need to raise
awareness to other students on the
importance of ASEAN and to spread
that spirit of understanding.”
– Nguyen Thi Sa Va, Ho Chi Minh
City University of Technology and
Education
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Over more than 40 years, the partnership between
the European Union (EU) and ASEAN has delivered
impressive results. The EU is proud to contribute to
ASEAN’s vision in building a people-centred ASEAN
community in the higher education area through
the Support to Higher Education in the ASEAN
Region (SHARE) programme.

I congratulate the European Union Support to
Higher Education in the ASEAN Region Programme
(SHARE) on publishing the inaugural issue of the
We SHARE Newsletter. This publication contains
interesting features providing an overview of
ASEAN’s higher education sector.

SHARE is one of the flagship programmes of
EU-ASEAN cooperation, which supports the
advancement of the ASEAN Community Vision
2025. Through harmonisation of the higher education space across ASEAN, SHARE supports connectivity between students and universities in the
region. It creates lasting benefits to students and
universities and in the long run, it strengthens the
connectivity between people within ASEAN and
between the EU and ASEAN regions.
So far, the SHARE programme has awarded over
500 scholarships to ASEAN students and university
staff, and organised policy dialogues, workshops
and forums attended by over 2000 participants.
I warmly welcome the inaugural issue of We SHARE
Newsletter. It is my sincere hope that We SHARE
Newsletter will disseminate higher education issues
across the EU and ASEAN regions. I congratulate
the SHARE team for their efforts in providing noteworthy topics in the field of higher education. I can
envisage We SHARE Newsletter as a platform to
cultivate a continual thrive in people-to-people
connectivity between ASEAN and the EU.
Thank you for your interest in the SHARE
programme and I hope you enjoy reading the We
SHARE newsletter!

Since the establishment of the ASEAN Community
in 2015, ASEAN has been squarely focused on
ensuring that this community is one which is
people-oriented and people-centred. Doing so
requires the active involvement of many different
stakeholders, not the least of which is ASEAN’s
vibrant and dynamic higher education sector,
which is home to some 7,000 higher education
institutions with around 12 million students.
ASEAN’s higher education sector plays a significant
role in the full flowering of the ASEAN Community.
Student mobility, credit transfer, qualifications
frameworks, and quality assurance were identified
as the four main priorities to harmonise the ASEAN
higher education system. Regional higher education makes broad contributions to ASEAN’s
economic, political-security and socio-cultural
dimensions. A stronger higher education sector is
therefore vital to ASEAN’s continued development.
SHARE, one of our flagship cooperation
programmes with the EU, has been helping ASEAN
to enhance the quality of its higher education
institutions through focused interventions to
promote internationalisation and cooperation.
I look forward to the We SHARE newsletter’s
succeeding issues and I hope that its readers will
gain a better understanding not only of ASEAN’s
efforts in developing its higher education sector
but also of our continued march towards realising
the benefits of the ASEAN Community.

MESSAGE FROM THE SHARE PROGRAMME
We are delighted to present to you this inaugural
issue of the We SHARE Newsletter! The We SHARE
Newsletter showcases the outcomes of the SHARE
Programme towards building an ASEAN higher
education by reaching out to the ASEAN community at large to keep them informed on the activities
and results of the SHARE programme.
Over the past five years, SHARE has made strides in
building a regional higher education space in
Southeast Asia. The outcomes of the SHARE
Programme are envisaged by the end of SHARE
Phase 1, as follows:
• Increased and enhanced mobility for university
students across ASEAN through improved qualification frameworks, quality assurance, an
ASEAN-wide credit transfer system and scholarship scheme.
• Improved equality in opportunities for student
mobility, as students benefit from SHARE’s technical assistance across ASEAN member countries, thereby improving connectivity across
higher education in ASEAN.
• Strengthened ties between ASEAN universities
and increasing opportunities for EU-ASEAN
university partnerships.
Pertaining to the efforts of advancing SHARE
outcomes, the consortium partners in SHARE are
aware of the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in
these unprecedented times, both globally and
locally within the ASEAN region. In response to
COVID-19, the SHARE Programme continues to
operate and to prioritise above all the health and
wellbeing of our community. Therefore, all SHARE
consortium members have taken the decision to
institute a ‘work from home’ policy and other ‘social
distancing’ measures as advocated by the World
Health Organisation and ASEAN governments.
As of Monday 23rd March 2020, the SHARE
Programme has made key decisions, i.e. to
suspend all SHARE Programme travel until further
notice; to put the communication of and subse
quent intake for Batch 6 of the SHARE Scholarship
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on hold until further notice; and to hold meetings
with key stakeholders online where possible. The
full announcement of SHARE’s COVID-19 response
can be accessed here.
We have great confidence that the SHARE
programme will rise to the occasion throughout
the region, not only from the perspective of
programme continuity, but also in support of our
partners, stakeholders and beneficiaries.
Crises can also be seen as chances to develop new
ideas and to intensify cooperation using new channels and methods while building on what has
already been achieved. Thus, the SHARE
Programme has been and will remain viable
through conducting research studies, organising
workshops, engaging with partners and stakeholders via webinars, and publishing digital publications on social media channels. We have also just
organised an online consultation workshop on
Enhancing Intra-ASEAN University Student Mobility
in collaboration with the Centre for Higher Education Research (CHER) at Sunway University, Malaysia and the ASEAN Secretariat. Further publications
are planned in the coming months on Enhancing
Intra-ASEAN University Student Mobility II,
ASEAN-EU Credit Transfer System (AECTS) and
Strategic Stakeholder Engagement and Communication.
Dear readers, regardless to the circumstances
SHARE will further contribute to the goal of building the ASEAN higher education together with our
partner institutions from the EU and ASEAN. Our
first edition of the We SHARE Newsletter marks
another step in this direction. It is our sincere hope
that the We SHARE Newsletter will serve as a
platform for framing and generating wide interest
on various important issues around higher education in ASEAN.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipisc
Et harum quidem rerum facilis est et expedita
distinctio. Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis
est eligendi optio cumque nihil impedit quo minus
id quod maxime placeat facere possimus, omnis
voluptas assumenda est, omnis dolor repellendus.
Temporibus autem quibusdam et aut officiis debitis aut rerum necessitatibus saepe eveniet ut et
voluptates repudiandae sint et molestiae non
recusandae. Itaque earum rerum hic tenetur a
sapiente delectus, ut aut reiciendis voluptatibus
maiores alias consequatur aut perferendis doloribus asperiores repellat.

Et harum quidem rerum facilis est et expedita
distinctio. Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis
est eligendi optio cumque nihil impedit quo minus
id quod maxime placeat facere possimus, omnis
voluptas assumenda est, omnis dolor repellendus.
Temporibus autem quibusdam et aut officiis debitis aut rerum necessitatibus saepe eveniet ut et
voluptates repudiandae sint et molestiae non
recusandae. Itaque earum rerum hic tenetur a
sapiente delectus, ut aut reiciendis voluptatibus
maiores alias consequatur aut perferendis doloribus asperiores repellat.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit
voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium,
totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inven

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit
voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium,
totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inven

INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS ROUND-UP
Learning in the Time of COVID-19

ASEAN REGION
• On 19 March, ASEAN and EU held the 27th Joint Cooperation Committee Meeting. Aside from welcoming
cooperation in response to COVID-19 and a strengthened partnership in the economic and security
sectors, both sides “welcomed the success of people-to-people connectivity between the regions” by
which the SHARE Programme was mentioned.
• With Vietnam’s upcoming chairmanship of ASEAN, the author of this article focuses on the perspectives
of the youth in making the region more cohesive and responsive, including through the possibility of a
sustainable ASEAN-sponsored scholarship as a means of deepening people-to-people connectivity.
“Only a bold and progressive ASEAN that invests in its youth can propel the region towards achieving its
ambitious goals.”

ASEAN MEMBER STATES

Brunei
Darussalam

The Ministry of Education (MoE) is cancelling this year’s secondary-level exams, while universities are
extending their online learning period. Students can profit from televised programmes in different
subjects or the online platforms provided by schools and HEIs, albeit variably based on the institutions’
capacity. Educators have also benefited from webinars that introduce them to software and are
guaranteed more flexible working arrangements.

Cambodia

Schools and HEIs are temporarily closed and exams are going to be postponed. Students are learning
remotely (so far garnering a mixed reception) through various online learning platforms provided by
HEIs, the Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sport’s (MoEYS) (YouTube channel) or private educational
platforms (KOOMPI Academy, e-Learning Cambodia, Sangapac, and Khmerload, among others). To
support the continuity of learning, the education sector is given tax incentives, and an MoU between
MoEYS and the Ministry of Information was signed to ensure broadcast of distance learning
programmes.

Indonesia

Studying occurs through the plethora of online learning apps developed by the Ministry of Education
and Culture (MoEC) and by start-ups. To ensure accessibility, cooperation with telecoms operators was
launched; a platform for teachers to exchange best practices was established; and learning platforms
are opened to HEIs which have not incorporated online learning in their programmes. There have been
challenges in transitioning online, which led the Directorate-General for Higher Education (Dikti) to
appeal HEIs to ease up on study regulations, to provide phone credit to students, and not to issue the
request of study permits for new foreign students who will start studying in August/September 2020.

Lao PDR

Malaysia

All schools and HEIs have been closed until further notice and students have started distance learning.
To support this, the Ministry of Education and Sports’ (MoES) has been producing online educational TV
programmes on key subjects which are broadcasted through all sorts of mass communication media.
Meanwhile, the Private Education Association is developing a curriculum for private universities and
proposing access to financial resources from MoES.
Under the new government, a Ministry of Higher Education (MoHE) has been established separately
from the MoE. The latter has rescheduled centralised and other major exams; adjusted the second
semester start dates (including for HEIs); and is embracing continuous assessment methods this
semester. Students can benefit from televised learning, MoE’s Digital Learning platform and
EduWebTV. The challenging transition makes more apparent disparities between city and rural areas,
with internet access being the biggest hurdle. Initiatives to encourage students to be technologically
apt continue (see here and here), with HEIs and researchers contributing to the fight against
COVID-19.

Myanmar

On its fourth year under the civilian government, MoE has been discussing future steps amidst the
spread of COVID-19, including the instruction to implement eLearning. Universities are suspending
exams. All HEIs and schools are closed, and so were two MoE offices in Nay Pyi Taw after suspected
COVID-19 cases were reported. Cooperation with the EU to support education reform continues and
the World Bank is lending the MoE US$100 million for the Inclusive Access and Quality Education
Project targeted towards conflict and rural areas.

Philippines

The Department of Education (DepEd) is developing contingency plans to ensure continuity of learning. In addition to private learning platforms used during school closures, DepEd Commons was
additionally made accessible to private school and out-of-school youth and adults. The challenges in
shifting teaching online have been exacerbated by limited internet access. Meanwhile, the closure of
HEIs left some university students stranded. This has not curbed the Filipino youth’s initiatives, like
testing pilots disinfecting drones, crowdsourcing an online map app on risk areas and transport routes,
or producing protective gear.

Singapore

All students have shifted to full home-based learning (HBL) until 4 May through HEIs’ respective learning platforms or the Student Learning Space (SLS). Despite high internet penetration rates, the conduct
of online teaching has not occurred without its flaws, considering the digital skills divide among
parents and insufficient learning devices. HEIs are adopting alternative assessments like grading on a
pass/fail basis, and suspending overseas placements until the end of July. Scientists from National
University of Singapore and Singapore Management University are developing a crowd-mapping
technology to help indicate crowds across Singapore to stem transmission of COVID-19.

Thailand

Since the Thai Cabinet approved the closure of schools until 1 July, HEIs have moved to online
platforms until at least the end of May. MoE released the educational strategy for 2020-2022 among
which aims to engage vocational institutions and intensify the management of online teaching; devised
plans to ensure investment in technology in the education sector, and is expected to deliver a
management plan adapted to the crisis by June 2020. Thai HEIs are playing a strong civic role amidst
the pandemic by developing alternative COVID-19 detection methods, developing robots to aid medical staff, producing protective gear, providing trainings (also for those who lost their jobs), and becoming distribution centres for farmers.

Viet Nam

The Ministry of Education and Training (MoET) is offering televised lessons, has streamlined the curriculum, and released guidelines around adjusting teaching content and on virtual teaching. Struggling
with financial challenges, HEIs are given flexibility to establish their own enrolment times and to determine graduation arrangements. Despite emerging challenges, MoET sees COVID-19 as an impetus to
boost competitiveness through digital skills, for instance through the proposed national digital transformation plan and intensifying vocational institutes’ link to industries and state management agencies. The Prime Minister has announced an implementation plan for developing a National Educational
Level Framework in Vietnam for tertiary-level education in 2020-2025.

GLOBAL
• According to the director of the Centre for Global Higher Education, the pandemic may impact the
demand of mobility programmes in the next five years, especially in English-speaking destination countries. An updated StudyPortals survey reported that the amount of prospective international students
considering changing their study abroad plans have increased from 31% to 40%. That said, the pandemic
is setting an impetus to rethink the future of internationalisation of higher education.
• A colourful policy snapshot of how countries are dealing with COVID-19 challenges in education shows
the way governments are launching awareness campaigns on distance education (e.g. see story here on
governments doing so in the Middle East), and introducing or scaling up distance education modalities
through varying mixes of technology (TV, radio, online apps) to support communication with students
and parents, deliver live lessons, or record MOOC-styled lessons.
• The European Association of International Education (EAIE) compiled a report on the impact of COVID-19
on international education and how HEIs respond to challenges based on 800 survey responses from
practitioners across European Higher Education Area (EHEA).

HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES

EU and ASEAN highlight cooperation and
scholarship opportunities on ASEAN Day

SHARE champions quality assurance leaders
from ASEAN HEIs

Building regional recognition to create more
synergies

Higher Education Consultation Dialogue on
the ASEAN Vision 2025
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.
Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit
voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium,
totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae
dicta sunt xplicabo. Nemo enim ipsam volup tatem

sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui
dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur,
adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi
tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam
aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima
veniam, quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure
reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam
nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem
eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?
At vero eos et accusamus et iusto odio dignissimos ducimus qui blanditiis praesentium voluptatum deleniti atque corrupti quos dolores et quas
molestias excepturi sint occaecati cupiditate non
provident, similique sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollitia animi, id est laborum et dolorum fuga.

Et harum quidem rerum facilis est et expedita
distinctio. Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis
est eligendi optio cumque nihil impedit quo minus
id quod maxime placeat facere possimus, omnis
voluptas assumenda est, omnis dolor repellendus.
Temporibus autem quibusdam et aut officiis debitis aut rerum necessitatibus saepe eveniet ut et
voluptates repudiandae sint et molestiae non
recusandae. Itaque earum rerum hic tenetur a
sapiente delectus, ut aut reiciendis voluptatibus
maiores alias consequatur aut perferendis doloribus asperiores repellat.

Et harum quidem rerum facilis est et expedita
distinctio. Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis
est eligendi optio cumque nihil impedit quo minus
id quod maxime placeat facere possimus, omnis
voluptas assumenda est, omnis dolor repellendus.
Temporibus autem quibusdam et aut officiis debitis aut rerum necessitatibus saepe eveniet ut et
voluptates repudiandae sint et molestiae non
recusandae. Itaque earum rerum hic tenetur a
sapiente delectus, ut aut reiciendis voluptatibus
maiores alias consequatur aut perferendis doloribus asperiores repellat.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit
voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium,
totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae
dicta sunt xplicabo. Nemo enim ipsam volup tatem
sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui
dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur,
adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi
tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam
aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima
veniam, quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure
reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam
nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem
eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit
voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium,
totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae
dicta sunt xplicabo. Nemo enim ipsam volup tatem
sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui
dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur,
adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi
tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam
aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima
veniam, quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure
reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam
nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem
eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?

At vero eos et accusamus et iusto odio dignissimos ducimus qui blanditiis praesentium voluptatum deleniti atque corrupti quos dolores et quas
molestias excepturi sint occaecati cupiditate non
provident, similique sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollitia animi, id est laborum et dolorum fuga.

At vero eos et accusamus et iusto odio dignissimos ducimus qui blanditiis praesentium voluptatum deleniti atque corrupti quos dolores et quas
molestias excepturi sint occaecati cupiditate non
provident, similique sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollitia animi, id est laborum et dolorum fuga.

Et harum quidem rerum facilis est et expedita
distinctio. Nam libero tempore, cum soluta nobis
est eligendi optio cumque nihil impedit quo minus
id quod maxime placeat facere possimus, omnis
voluptas assumenda est, omnis dolor repellendus.
Temporibus autem quibusdam et aut officiis debitis aut rerum necessitatibus saepe eveniet ut et
voluptates repudiandae sint et molestiae non
recusandae. Itaque earum rerum hic tenetur a
sapiente delectus, ut aut reiciendis voluptatibus
maiores alias consequatur aut perferendis doloribus asperiores repellat.
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis
aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in
culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit
voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium,
totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta
sunt xplicabo. Nemo enim ipsam volup tatem sequi
nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem
ipsum quia dolor sit amet, consectetur, adipisci
velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora
incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam aliquam
quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam,
quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis
suscipit laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi
consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse quam nihil
molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum
fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?
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